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M Lozxd, | 
I F 1 were not fincerely perſuaded, that in what 
you have delivered concerning the Nature and 
nd of the Sacrament. of the Lord's Supper, 
you have carried Matters farther than can be 
juſtified, even on your own Principles, and have gi- 
Ven Encouragement to the careleſs Part of Mankind, 
which are a great Body, to come to the Lord's Table 
in that negligent, unprepared Way, which of them- 
ſelves they are but too apt to give into, I ſhould be 
very averſe to excepting to any thing that comes from 

your Lordſhip. 3 

No one approves leſs than I do, of Diſputes a- 


mong the Teachers of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and very 
few have, I believe, a higher Opinion of your Lord- 
_ thip's Talents for cloſe and ſtrong Reaſoning than [ 
have; 1 am alſo and have always been very much of 
your Lordſhip's Opinion, that moſt, even of our Pro- 
teſtant Divines, have put the Preparation of the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's ee Lights, ſo ſevere, ſo 
unſuitable to the true Nature of ir, as muſt unreaſon- 
ably deter even well ·diſpoſed Chriſtians from partak- 
ing of it at proper times, and greaily perplex and 
confound them in their Reaſonings concerning it. But 
while I think it very evident, that what you have 
- wrote has a dangerous Tendency in a Matter of great 
Importance, it is certainly my Duty, as a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, in the Spirit of Chriſtian Meckneſs, hum- 
-bly to ſuggeſt what I take to be wrong. 
A main Point debated in your Book is this, (viz.) 
What is, from the Words of Sacred Scripture, to be 
- accounted eſſentially requiſite to the dus partaking 
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
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Eſſence of the Duiy to be comprehended within the 
Bounds of our partaking of the Bread and Wine, and to 


conſiſt in our doing it as Chriftians, in 'Remembrance 
of Chrift and bis Love, which cannot be done without 


Faith in bim, and Thankfuilneſs to God. 
Here, my Lord, you make Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Thankfulneſs to God, to. be the Eſſentials requi- 


fre to the due Remembrance of Chriſt in that bleſſed 


"Sacrament, that is, to the due partaking of the 


Lord's Supper. IE TE oat. 
But tho you here profeſs to give a full Account of 


the Bounds within which the Eſſence of the Duty is 


comprebended, yet your Lordſhip thinks fit ( 110.) 
a great deal to enlarge thoſe Bounds which juſt before 
you circumſcribed; for you ſay there, That without 4 
due Senſe of our paſt Sins, and a Refolution 'of beha- 


ving ourſelves as ChriſPs Diſciplas,. . ue cannot 


remember him at his Table, as our Lord and Maſter, 
that is, we cannot duly partake of this bleſſed Sacra; 
ment, 7 : l 5 mY . *. . wg 


* 


: „ * . „ 8 
Here your Lordſhip makes a due Senſe of our paſt 


Cine, and alſo a Reſolution of behaving ourſelves as 
requiſite to our duly remembring Chriſt in that Sacra- 
ment, ar our Lord and Maſter. © 7 oo. 


In this I believe every good Chriſtian will agree | 


with your Lordihip; but then, having laid this down, 
T cannot ſee, - how, what you ſay, (p. 107.) can be 


juſtified on your own Principles; for you there tell 


vs, (in your 15th Prop. and Comment thereon) that 


to confeſs and heartily to condemn all our Deviations 
from God's Laws and Precepts, and to. acknowledge 
our Obligations to liue as his Diſciples,: is an Employ- 


> * 


Inflitution, yet that it is NOT.-ABSOLUTELY NE. 
*CESSARY 70 the Performance of the Dur. 


ment very PROPER and very AGREEABLE 19 this 


Now, my, Lord, having only brought together 
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ſe different Paſſages. in your Lordſhip's Book3-and 
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b Now, my Lord, you have (Page 107.) declared the 


Chriſt's Diſciples, to be a third and fourth Eſſential 
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amd them, I humbly conceive, that in them, a 
due Senſe of our paſt Sins, and a Reſolution of beha> 


bing ourſebves better, as the Diſciples of Chriſt, are 
expreſly affirmed to be eſſentially requiſite, and NOT © 


eſexvialy requiſite to the due remembring of our Lord 
in that Sacrament, that is, to the due partaking of the 
od, LE os 

If they are fairly to be reconciled, I humbly beg 
Pardon, and ſhall rejoice to be ſer right; bur, with 
the greateſt Sinceriry, I profeſs that they appear to 
me, as contradiCtory Propoſitions, irreconcileable. 
As this, my Lord, appears to be a main Point to 
be ſettled in your Book, if you had throughout eſta- 
bliſhed it upon the footing you put it on (Pap. 110.) 
believe Lovers of Peace and good Manners would 
nor much except to What you have written on that 
Head; but when your profeſſed Defign is to make the 
Minds, even of the Scrupulous, more eaſy than ever 
with regard to this important Point; and when, in 
order to this, you tell them in one Page, that ſuch 
and ſuch things are eſſentially requifite, and in another, 
that they are not eſſentially requiſite; this, my Lord, 
is, I humbly conceive, to unſettle them more than 
ever, and to leave them in as great Uncertainty as 
you can leave them in. e 

Another Point which your Lordſhip debates is this, 
(viz.) Whether Foe the Words of Sacred Scripture, 


our partaking of the Lord's 8 is the Renewal of 
— ne Covenant between God and us, thro Chriſt 
Tells S' © 8 : . l N by 

"Your Lordſhip (p. 176.) thinks it is not; but 


when I conſider” the plain obvious Senſe of thoſe 


Words that (I think) muſt neceſſarily ſtrike every 
Chriſtian pf plain honeſt Underſtanding, carefully at- 
tending to the Meaning of them, Iam forced to be of 
the contrary Opinion; for when ſuch an one hears 
our Lord ſaying, This Cup is the nem Covenant in my 
Blood, what more naturally or neceſſarily occurs to him, 
than that as often es be drinks of that Cup, ſo often be 


nales the new Covenant in Chrifi's Blood. And 
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And when I conſider that this bleſſed Ordinance is. 
the great Concern of Chriſtians of the meaneſt Ta. Go. 
lents, I muſt ever be of the Opinion, that our Lord, 


in his Goodneſs, defigned that the Meaning of the * 
Words of the Inſtitution ſhould be plain; and conſe. ing 
quently, that the Senſe which moft obviouſly occurs, Wl TH 
provided it be attended with no Abſurdity or Incon- rep 
venience, muſt be the true one. De the 
But a good deal in this Affair may turn upon what I you 
we mean by the Words Renewal of the new Covenant: the 


Your Lordſhip ſeems to apprehend, that it muſt ne. of 
_ ceffarily imply an abſolute, unconditional Remittal ven 
pf all paſt Breaches of this Covenant; and this your MW vo. 
Lordſhip can't admit of. But where is the Neceſſity / 
of ſuppoſing this abſolute, unconditional Fardon in 5, 
the Caſe? TO thing more evident in the Chriſtian 92 
Diſpenſation, than that without Repentance, that is, , 
Reformation, there can de no final Remiſſion of Sins? ('. 
And what more conſiſtent or reaſonable in Temporals, 
than that rebellious Subjedts may often be admitted, (bp. 
by a merciful and gracious Prince, to Favour, and I the 


a if, after ſufficient Trial, they be found obſtinate - and 


Iy rebellious, their frequent Pardons will avail them I proc 
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God as in the unrepenting, unreformed State, and be 
condemned as ſuch. | 

Thus, as from the plaineſt and moſt obvious Mean- 
ing of the Words of the Inſtitution. THIS CUP IS 
THE NEW COVENANT IN MY BLOOD, rhe 
repeated taking of the Cup is the repeated taking of 
the new Covenant : So thoſe Inconveniencies, which 
your Lordſhip ſeems to apptehend, don't appear, in 
the leaſt degree, to follow from ſuch plain Meaning 
of the Words; and where no Abſurdities, no Incon- 
veniencies follow, ſurely the plaineſt and moſt ob- 
vious Meaning mult be prefer'd to all others. 

Another Enquiry your Lordſhip enters into is, 
Whether in Sacred Scripture the Aſſiſtance of Gods 
Spirit is, any where, expreſiy promiſed to go along 
with the due Performance of this Duty? And this 
(p. 157-) you plainly deny. 

This ſeems the more to be wonder'd at, becauſe 
(p. 160.) you acknowledge, that God has annexed 
the Aſſiſtances of his Holy Spirit, to the due Perfor- 
mance of the Duty of Prayer; and to allow it to one 
and deny it to the other, ſeems a very extraordinary 
Proceeding. And then, ſo apprehenſive you ſeem of 
allowing any thing that may have the leaſt Tendency 
to make any Connexion between this Sacrament and 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, you immediately go 
o far as to affirm, that even Prayer is no way eſſen- 
tial to this holy Rite, zhat the Communion would be 
Communion without any Prayer. (p. 160.) | 
This ſeems an Aſſertion of a very ſtrange Nature, 
when tis evident, from the expreſs Words of the In- 
ſtirution of this bleſſed Rite, that Prayer is made 
eſſential to it, and inſeparable from it; for, is it not 
expreſly ſaid, that our bleſſed Lord gave Thanks? 
and doth nor St. Paul expreſly call ir (1 Cr. x. 16.) 
the Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, that is, which we 


Mite Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt bleſs? Is not - 


being and giving of Thanks of the Nature of Prayer? 
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Inſtitution, and the Words of St. Paul, inſeparable 
from this Sacrament, inſomuch, that Communion 
would not be Communion without it? But I inſiſt not 
on this as a Proof of any thing, but that your Lord. 
ſhip has, without Ground, and contrary to the ex- 


preſs Words of Scripture, made Prayer not neceſſary ] 
to this holy Rite. me { 
Bur to prove that there is any Connexion between 0 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit and the due Performance . 
of this Duty, your Lordſhip demands that ſome Paſ. M 
ſage of Sacred Scripture ſhould be produced, whete- a 
in it is promiſed. © 1 
In Anſwer to this Demand, (with ſome of the ez. t 
lieſt Chriſtian Writers, and many of the Moderns) | u 
produce that noted Paſſage, which we find in the 5th 8 
Chapter of the Goſpel according to St. ohn; and 
while thoſe are allow'd to be the Words of our Lord, 0 
ſo underſtood, as I find they were, with great Reaſon, < 
interpreted by the firſt Chriſtians, I can never be of fi 
any other Opinion, but chat they contain ſuch a Pro- th 
- miſe in them, and ſomething (if poſſible) of greata MW In 
Benefit annexed to the due partaking of the Body Lo 
— pal of Chriſt, than the Aſſiſtance of God; cl 
C | 7 5 8 
Phe Words run thus: 5 | do 
Feſus ſaid unto them, Verily, verily, I ſay unn 2 7 


you, unleſs ye eat the. Fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
drink bis Blood, ye haue no Life in you : Whoſo eatet) pel 
ny Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, bath eternal Life, rilt 
and 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt Dey; For my Eh Do 
is Meat indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed; Hf .- 
. that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwell ©, 
in me, and I in bim. F Wo 
Your Lordſhip doth not think fit, ſo much as to ; 
tranſcribe this Paſſage for the Conſideration of the The 
| Reader, but (p. 100) you lay it aſide, as no way te- 810 
..-  garding the Lord's Supper; for theſe Reaſons princi V 
by uz becauſe (as you ſay) there is no Ap- 
" pearance char this Paſſage was, in che very firſt Daf t0 fe 
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of the Church, underſtood to concern this Rite; and, 
Secondly, becauſe theſe Words (you think) could 
not relate to a Duty which was not then inſtituted, 

nor ſo much as hinted at to his Diſciples. | 
And was not then our Lord ar liberty to hint at a 

Rite which he deſign'd to inſtitute? This your Lord - 
ſhip muſt maintain, when you affirm that theſe Words 
can t᷑ point at the Lord's Supper, before it was inſti- 


* 


But the very reverſe of this appears to be the Truth; 
and *tis ſo far from being abſurd to ſuppoſe, that our 
Lord's Words ſhould regard a Rite not inſtituted, 
that it is manifeſtly abſurd to ſuppoſe, that our Lord 
would go about all at once, to ordain a Rite of mere 

olitive, arbitrary Inſtitution, without any previous 

Notice or Inſtruction given to his Diſciples. - 

And accordingly I am humbly of opinion, that 

(as I ſhallſhew theſe Words to be underſtood by the 
firſt Chriſtian Weiters, to regard the Lord's Supper) 
the impartial Reader will look upon them to be an 

Inftance given by the Evangelift St. John, of our 
Lord's previoufly hinting: that Rite to his Diſciples; 
eſpecially when we obſerve that our Lord ſpeaks in 

the future Tenſe of ſomething he intended and would 

do; vis. (ver. 51.) The Bread THAT I WILL GIVE 

it my Fleſh. 1 


” They who maintain, that this Paſſage of the Goſ 
i 0 Pf! according to St. John doth not regard the Eucha- 
x riſt, init, that he intended nothing by it but the 


17 Doctrine which he taught. Now our Lord is allow'd 
% to have ſaid this in the third Year of his Miniſtry ; it 
11 i obvious therefore to obſerve, that if by . thoſe 
| Words, (vis.) The Bread that I will give, he had 

meant his Doctrine, he 'wou'd certainly have ſaid, 
The Bread that I have given, or: the Bread that Ido 
give; but when he fairh, The Bread that I WILL © 
GIVE it my Fleſh, which I will give for the Life of © 


to repreſent his Body, ga he was to groe for the 


. 


ide World, what can be mean, but to poigt+at tbe 
ſacted Inſtitution which he intended, of making Bread 4 


Life of the World, that is, to give them a Claim to 
eternal Life, which they had forfeited: by their Dege- 
neracy? And this, I truft, with honeſt Minds, will 
Dae no fall Weigu rt. 

But your Lordſhip faith, (p. 100.) that there is no 


—__ I hope to make plainly appear to be the 


© The firſt Teſtimony 1 ſhall produce, to prove that 


 < The PaſſageT 4—= to our Point, is in the 2oth 


* 
* * i 


J gfonnd what he here faith of the Lord's. Supper, 


on theſe Words of St. John? Doth he call the Eu- 


Chart the "MEDICINE of IMMORTALITY, and 


AN ANTIDOTE againft DEATH? Doth be not e 


vidently attribute 00 
this Paſſage of St. John, where (ver. 54.) our Lord 


g hath eternal! Life, and I will raiſe him up at the lafk 
l Day? Doth he ſay, that IT WILL MAKE US 
LIVE FOR EVER IN GOD THROUGH JESUS 
0 CHRIST? Doth he nor manifeſtly affirm this of the i 
8 Lord's Supper, from this of St. John his Contempo- 


rary, where (ver. 56.) our Lord faith, He that cateth 
ay Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, and 
: . . 2 8 % Fr was s 4 ; FC. 3 A. $'* | 


75 aiaves d rac d tos ĩ onna · In Engliſh thus; For as the 
es Bread, which is from the Earth, affected by the 
2 Calling upon God, is no longer common Br 


Doth not this Martyr Biſhop here affirm, that 

even the Bodies of thoſe who duly partake of rhe 

Lord's Supper are not corruptible, but have the Hope 

of riſing te eternal Life? And doth it not evidently 

tand upon this Paſſage of St. John, as upon its pro- 
per Foundation, where our Lord faith, (ver. 54.) 
h hoſo eateth ny Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, hath i 
_ » eternal Life, and I will raiſe him up at the loft Day? Ii 

I I ſhall produce but another Paſſage from the ſame | 
Irenæus: To the ſame Purpoſe, B. 5. Ch. 2. we have 
.,_ theſe Words; Kal ze 25 7) Edaor Alix ubs 5ig 
| | hv 20 74 dip xaipg ixapropbpnes nal 5 xinxos 740 6177 mee 
r ayight fe goo m19ne- of 
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coęias Tod Oe eie p30 iοναννν arlporor, xai M b 
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ajua TY Xpired* Obro; xa T4 iu 0wjpardt e durh; 
Tpepouerd tal TiHivTa tis Thy w nal Slaaubiurta i dury dv 
SioeTai tv To i R TW abyou Tw Od Tov Lyepory dt TIS 
x EQ £i6 JS Oc N Taree. In Engliſh thus; 
( vis.) And as a cutting of the Vine planted in the 
Earth brings forth Fruit in its Seaſon, and as a 


_ © Grain of Wheat falling into the Earth and diſſolv'd, 


* riſes multiplied by the Spirit of God, (which com- 
prehends all things) which by the wiſe Appoint - 
* ment of God, becoming uſeful to Men, and affec- 
ted by the Word of God, are made the Euchariſt, 
* which is the Body and Blood of Chriſt, /o dur 
Bodies nouriſhed by it, and laid in the Earth, and 
* diſſolved in it, ſhall riſe in their Seaſon, the Word 
© of God giving them Life, to the Glory of God the 
5 Father. I TIT 8 . . 

Here, my Lord, (as in the former Paſſages) it is 


o 


affirmed of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, that 


it produces in us the Principles of Immortality, and 
they all are manifeſtly the Application of this Paſſage 
of St. John to that bleſſed Sacrament. 


. 1 


- Theſe few Teſtimonies therefore, from two of the 


firſt Chriftian Writers, and they very likely to know 
the true Meaning of St. Johns Words, (he one from 
St. John himſelf, and the other from 


Church, underſtood to regard the Sacrament. of the 
P 
I think we may now preſume to underſtand them 


in the ſame mamier, and from them, ſo. underſtood, 
every Chriſtian of plain honeſt Senſe may eaſily col- 
lect; Firſt, that the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit is IN 
them annexed” by the Promiſe of our Lord--to-the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


due pattaking of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 


1 70G 
5 k : | F 1 


| t. Polycarp, 
St. Johns Diſciple) they plainly -ſhew, that this 
Paſſage of St. John was, inthe very firſt Days of the 


— 


This is grounded: on (ver. 56 ) He that eateth my Body. 
and drinketb-my"Blood, dwellcth in me, and I in him. 


* 1 
D a 


SUS CHRIST ? For as the great Apoſtle ſpeaks 
the Romans, (ch. viii. 11.) If the Spirit of him that 
ſed up Feſus from the Dead dwell in you, be that 
jed up Chrift from-the Dead, ſhall alſo quicken 
r mortal Bodies, by bis Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
Other Teſtimonies, beſide thoſe we have cited, 
ebt be produc'd from the leſs early Chriſtian . 


uch, I chuſe to confine. myſelf to thoſe 5 
3 1 . 4 n 55 5 3 . ; ( of 


ters, and from many Writers of our own at 
x reform'd Churches; but as your Lordſhip © 
ughr fir to mention only the earlieſt Days of the _ 


"ny 


th us and Ireneus) who were in the moſ 
lhe way of n to the R of St. mo 
Meani ning, th the one from St. John himſelf, and hoth 
| 5 St. olycarp (St. Fobw's Dijei ple) with whom they 
Jived and converſed. 
And indeed as the Subject in debate is of mc im. 
portant and uniyerſal Cœhcern to every Chrittian, of 
he meaneſt Talents, all Enquiries concerning it ſhoull 
be lain and ſhorr, as may be conſiſtent with Clearnek, 
fore I take leave of this Subject, I ſhall beg lente 
humbly to ſuggeſt, chat in ordef to the main End you 
ofeſs to atv Coviz.) the removing of Scruple 
and groundleſt Fears, I conceive there was not te 
leaſt dee to haye reduced ſo low the Preparz 
tion for partaking of the Lord's Supper, as you de 
yen you ſay, (p. 106.) that to confeſs and heartily 
condemn Al op our Deviations from God's Laws and 
| Preceprs, and to acknowled ge our Obligations to li: 
B 7 Diſci les, is an Em oyment very proper an} 
azreeable to this Inſtitution, yer that it is not 
LUTELY NECESSARY o the Performang: 
15 rl" Bl : ) a a 
n another P 2 3.) you expreſly ſi, 
[-- Ivo 27 de f a an's mole Life þ 7D ph 
Laws of God, IS NOT A DUTY NE ESSARI!! 
PREVIOUS 10 THE LORD'SSUPPER nor ſpots 
of by St. Paul, in this degree, as neceſſary 1 10 our duj 


Leg td of it. 25 
„He. St Lord, you plainly afficm and maintai 
this ke kal 


be. and 1 think till now dee 
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er worthily, provided he examine bimfelf 

25 to at a (via.) whether he eats and 
pn with fincere and ſerious Remembrance of 
Chrilt as his Lord and Maſter. 

L can? x Hap ſay ing, my Lord, that there 18 Dome 
thing ſhocking in this, oppoſite, 1 think, to all that 
the biin, Church has ever taught, a what 18 

ore, oppoſite. to the plain Meaning t. Paul's 
Fele S explain d by himſelf, which is _ that, at 

preſents, ſhall inf ſt. ne 

Phe Word in oe ri inal. i anxpatile) Which is 

gendered, Les a Man examine, every. body nos 
fs nifies ſomething 1 more than a "Night 5 
ſonibies to prove or SATs e, and to approve what 5 
10 enpl * as your Lordſh ip faith, 10 66.) What 
den is the Communicant to explore, and a 8196 be- 
ng. ex wo 195 is to explore himſelf, that bY his 
So. A Mar s important . Ae "The Soul, 
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ED; E Yap "EauTOYs Pieupt- 
gane zn dy Exprobueda 3, what can be more plain than 


that this Judging (which the Apolile here makes ne- 


1 to our avoiding the puniſhments of God in 


- «this Caſe) is the very-ſame with the Examining. which 


. commanded the Moment before. And doth' this 
ae (which, in the plain obvious Senſe of the 
2 ; 1 accufi ing and condemning) even in a 
6 wilſul 
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did ſerious Remembrance of Chriſt as bis Lord and At 
Mater. (p. 87.) the condemning his paſt Sins be T 
ing, as your Lordſhip ſaith, not abſolutely neceſſary, u 
© even to h due partaking of this holy Inſtitution. te 
Tlhuat the Apoſtle (by judging ourſelves.) here 1 J 
maeeans accufing and condemning ourſelves, is mani. | 
feſt; for he is ſhewing us what we are to do, in or- ri 
der to avoid being condemn'd by God; and what are # 
ue to do? We are to judge ourſelves, that is, we 1 
are to accuſe and condemn ourſelves, that we may 


* 


* 
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not be accuſed. or condemned by our God, 
And this is ſo clear, that the learned Grotiut, up- tl 
on this Place, maintains, that the Words imply not 0 
only accuſing and condemning ourſelves, but al ſo the te 
infliting o voluntary Puniſhment; on 0 in 
order to avoid Puniſhment from the Hand of God. 1 
Thus the great Apoſtle St. Paul requires the very bet + 
among us (for none are excepted) to judge and con- al 
demn ourſelves, upon this Examination 'of our Souls, d. 
before we partake of the Lord's Supper, whilſt your {W et 
Lordſhip allows even the wi/fu! and habitual Sinner fi 
to come to the Lord's Table, without any judging or JL 
condemning himſelf for his pa## Sins, provided he fin- ce 
cerely and ſeriouſly eat and drink in remembrance of c 
Chriſt as his Lord and Maſter, (p. 85.) for you af. | 
firm, (p. 106, 107.) that to condemn all our Devia- C 
tions from God's Laws, is not abſolutely neceſſary to a 
the Performance of the Dux. 
And now, my Lord, as L hinted before, where was | ſe 
the Neceſſity of going theſe great Lengths? Ihumbly WW tt 
conceive the End your Lordſhip profeſſes to aim at, Al 
may be effeQually ſecur'd without it? The prevent- p 
ing or removing unneceſſary Scruples in the Minds of b 
It 
2 


 Gneere Chriſtians, may, I think, be ſufficiently pro- 
- vided for, conſiſtent with St. Paul's Advice, of judg- 
| ing and condemning ourſelves, that we be not judged 
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by St. Paul, may be ſufficiently eaſy and expeditious, 
and no fincere Chriſtian unneceſſarily deterr'd at any 
Time from partaking of the Lord's Supper, even 
upon a Surprize, if he judge or examine himſelf as 
to theſe few Particulars, which by an honeſt fincere 
Mind may at any Time be done in a very ſhort 


Time, — . 
1ſt. Whether (as your Lordſhip ſpeaks) he be ſe- 
riouſly diſpos'd with Reverence to commemorate 

Chriff's Death, with Faith in him as ſent by God, and 
Thankfulneſs to God for ſending him. 

2dly. Whether he ſincerely, in his Judgment, con- 
demn and hate all known Sin in the general, and all 
the Sins he is moſt liable to, as deſtructive of bis 
own temporal and eternal Happineſs, and offenſive 
to his gracious God. 

_ 3dly. Whether he be at that time engag d and hold- 
ing on in any one vicious Habit or finful Courſe of Life. 
If he doth not condemn all Sin in the general, 
and all his own Sins whatſoever they be; and if he 
do not ſo far effectually condemn them as not to be 
engag d, and allow himſelf at that Time in any one 
ſinful Courſe of Life, he cannot poſſibly bo ſaid to 
judge and condemn himſelf, upon this ſolemn Oc- 
caſion, ſo as that he may avoid being judg'd and 
condemn'd by the Lord. SO ory 

And what honeſt ſincere Chriſtian, tho' of ſmall 
Capacity, may not, with very little Inſtruction, 


at any time, upon very little Notice, thus far 
- *examine, judge, and condemn himſelf ? And having 
ſo done, have a well grounded Confidence, from 
the Veracity of God, that he will nor be judg'd 

and puniſh'd by the Eord, and all Scruples or Per- 


plexities, as to being duly prepar'd, may probably 
be prevented or-remov'd., ce he leg 
But here, my Lord, your wilfu! habitual Sinner 


may deſire ro know upon what Ground it is made 


a neceſſary Part of examining or Judging 2 — | 
d and allow 
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- Nay I conceive that this Examination, requird 


FL .. 
ourſelves in any vicious Courſe or ſinful Habit > Þ 
anſwer in your Lordthip's Words (p. 1 T0.) That we 


can never remember Chriſt as our Lord and Maſter at 


his Table, that is, we can never duly partake of the 
Lord's Supper, without a due Senſe of our paſt Sins, 
and a Refolution of behaving ourſelves as Chriſt's 
D;/ciples. Now we can never be ſaid to have a due 


' Senſe of our Sins while we are engag'd and holding 
on in any one Habit or Courſe of known Sin; other- 


wiſe the moſt wicked and habitual Sinner on Earth 
may go on in his Sins to the End of his Life, and 
every Lord's Day come duly prepar d to the Lord's 
Supper, provided he in his Judgment condemn his 
Sins, which Numbers of wicked Men do. No; to 
allow ourſelves in any one vicious Habit of known 


Sin, is, in the Nature of the Thing, evidently in- 


conſiſtent with a due Senſe of our paſt Sins, and 
therefore it is inconſiſtent with a due Remembrance 
of Chriſt, at his Table, as our Lord and Maſter, 

I it be aﬆK&'d how we ſhall know whether we al- 


low ourſelves in any one Habit of known Sin? I 


_ anſwers TAY Man that examines bis Life at all 


may eaſily tell whether he honeſtly and ſincerely 
ſtrives againſt, and makes Uſe of*the Means that 
are neceſſary to get rid of, all his known Sins; if 


he be conſcious that he honeſtly and /incerely thus 


ſtrives againſt them, he may then be aſſured, al- 


though he do fall at Times into Sin, and xthoſ 


Thus any 


Supper. 


ſometimes that are willful, that he doth not allo 
himſelf ig any known ſinful Courſe of Life, and 


+ 


"conſequently thar he mag duly partake of the Lord's 


honeft M an, ever} of the loweſt Talents, 


may in a ſhort Time examine and judge bimſelf, in 


order to know whether he be duly prepar'd for the 


partaking of the Lord s Supper; and thus no ſincete 


Chriſtian need be unteaſonably deterr d from partaking 


. 


of it at proper Times, and all ground leſs Scruples 


And Perplexities about due Preparation be prevented or 


remov'd, without going fich Lengths as your Lord- 
is bas gone to ſccure that Ed. But, 
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But, my Lord, give me leave, to ſuggeſt from 
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St. Paul's expreſs Words, ſomething of importance, 
that is evidently: contained. in the Nature of the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, which I think ought 
not to be paſs d by unobſerv'd. by your Loraſhip or 
by me upon this Subject. St. Paal! has told ys 


(. Cor. xi. 2.) THAT AS OFTEN AS WE 


EAT THAT BREAD AND DRINK THAT 
CUP, WEDOSHEW THE LORD DEATH 
TEE ES SOME ² ˙· - Goo 

. This, -I humbly conceive, is a plain Intimation of 
that, which, with a little Attention, we ſhall evi- 
dently find to. be contained in the Nature of the 


Lord's Supper, (vig.) That it is not only barely Com- 


memorative, but alſo demonſtrative of the Death of 


-Chrift ,, it. is an evident Proof to us (who live at the 


Diſtance of above 1700 Years) as well as to all 
Poſterity till our Lord ſhall again come, of our 


Lord's Death, as well as of. all the Wonders 
which in and by him were. wrought for our Sakes. 


A.Proof, which a- great Genius- of the laſt Century 
ſent in a Letter to a Deiſt; a Proof, that all the Le- 
gions of Infidels who deny the Lord who bought 


them, and ſo abound in theſ® our Days, will never 
be able to get over. This, I rruſt, will evident 
appear to any unprejudic'd Mind, that will attentive- 
ly conſider the following Particulars. "1. 


- —-* Firſt, That in order to prove to Poſterity the 


Truth of any Matter of Fact, (as that ſuch and ſuch 
Actions were really perform d by any particular Per- 


ſon) theſe three Things only are neceſſary and a- 
bundantly ſufficient for Conviction. 


Firſt, That ſome — 2 or ſolemn Ceremony 


be inſtituted in Memo) of ſuch Perſon and the 


Actions performed by him. ks | 
| Secondly, That ir be the Nature and Eſſence of 
this Ordinance that it be from time to time conſtant- 
ly repeated in Commemoration of ſuch Perſon and 
the Actions performed by him. 
Thirdly, That ir be of the Nature of this Ordi- 
„ ö Oe 
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nance and eſſential to it, that it be conſtantly cele- 


brated frem THE TIME in which ſuch AQtions 
were performed by ſuch Perſon ; and that it do not 
commence at any confiderable Diſtance of Time 
from the Performance of ſuch Actions. 


Any Ordinance in which theſe Conditions concur 
will ever be found to be an evident Proof to all - 


Poſterity, that ſuch Actions were really performed, 
as commemorated. Thus the 7ews can prove at 
this Day, with the fulleſt Evidence that human Un- 
derſtanding can in ſuch Caſe require, the Truth and 
Reality of that Wonder by which all the firſt- born 
of the Egyptians were deſtroy?d in one Night; they 
can prove it by their Paſſover, which to this Day 
at ſer Times they conſtantly repeat and celebrate in 
Commemoration of that Wonder 

For, it was an Ordinance principally inſtituted for 
the preſerving the Memory of that Puniſhment in- 
flicted on the Egyptians. | 

It was alſo of the Eſſence of this Ordinance, 
that it ſhould be repeated conſtantly from time to 


time in Commemoration of that Wonder; And 


Laſtly, It was eſſential to this Ordinance, That 
it ſhould be conſtantly celebrated from the very 
time in which this Wonder was perform'd. 
And thus alſo by the Ordinance called the Lord's 
Supper, Chriſtians have the fulleſt Conviction of the 
Death and Sufferings of the bleſſed Jeſus, that hu- 
- man Underſtanding can in ſuch Caſe require, and of 


all the Wonders which by him were wrought for our 
Sakes; we, I ſay, who live Seventeen hundred Years 
| from the time\in which thoſe Wonders were pere 


V e 

Tor here is an Ordinance inſtituted in remembrance 
of the bleſſed Jeſus, in remembrance 6f him, his Death 

and Sufferings, and all the Wonders which in and by 


him were wrought. It is eſſential to it, that it ſhould 
conſtantly, from time to time, be repeated for that 


end, viz. in remembrance of him; and it is alſo of the 
Eſſence of it, that it ſhould commence from i he very 
1 4 8 time 
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hs At | ( 1 ) 2 \ 
time of the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, and the work- 
ing of the Wonders-which he wrought. © Ha 
Now it muſt have been celebrated by the Eye- wit · 
nefles of the Works and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or not; if it was obſerv'd and celebrated by great 
og ran of Perſons who were Eye-witneſles of thoſe 
ufferings and Wonders, then the Truth and Reality 
of thoſe Sufferings and Wonders will follow ; but it 
muſt neceſſarily have commenc'd and been celebrated 
by * or it never could have poſſibly commencd 
at all. 
For if any one ſuppoſe it to have been a Scheme 
invented and contriv'd by Impoſtors, and conſequent- 
ly that the Celebration of this Rite commenc'd at a 
Time when no Eye-witneſſes of the Facts commemo- 
rated could be produc'd, the Caſe would then ſtand 
thus; vig. A Ser of Villains go about and tell the 
World, that Jeſus Chriſt had ar ſuch a time ap- 


pear'd in the World, and taught, and wrought, 


and ſuffer'd ſuch and ſuch Things for our Sakes; 
they ſay, that a ſalemn Rite was inſtituted by the 
* ſame Jeſus, in remembrance of thoſe Things; they 
* affirm, that he had commanded his Diſciples, that 
* this Rite ſhould conſjantly be celebrated from the 
* very time of his Sufferings and Death, and accor- 
* dingly they maintain, that it was conſtantly ob- 
ſerved by thoſe who were Eye witneſſes of thoſe 
Wonders, in remembrance of them; that from 
* thoſe, Eye · witneſſes it had been regularly tranſmit- 

ted (thro' ſo many Years or Ages) to their Times, 
and accordingly that it had been conſtantly per- 
* form'd in remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt, by Num- 
bers of Men then alive, and to be produced. I ſay 
it muſt of neceſſity have commenced at the Time 
when thoſe Wonders were wrought, or this muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be the Caſe. Bur it is abſolurely impoſſible 
that this ſhou'd ever be the Caſe; for how ſhou'd ſuch. 
2 monſtrous, barefac'd, fooliſh Falſhood take place, 
and impoſe upon Mankind? a Falſhood ſo groſs, as 
to affirm, that Thouſands of Men, alive, and am 
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ligion. And as Deiſts exceedingly abound in theſ: 
. our Days, to put them in mind of one ſhort and 
trong Proof of rhe Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 
was 4 Motive additional to mention the Argument 
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- which I have here fer fort. 
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here to be met with, had (during their whole Live, 
their Fathers had done before them) celebrated 


bs 
- 18 


mch a Rite in remembrance of ſuch Things; whey 
not One hundred, or perhaps not ten Men cou'd be 
ftlound wicked enough to ſay they and their Fathers 


had ever done it, and to witneſs to an Impoſture ſo 


filly and flagrant, that neceſſarily, at firſt View, con. 


Faces itſelf. 5 5 
Tais Side of the Cafe therefore, that ſuppoſes that 


the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was inſtituted 


and contrived by Impoſtors, in memory of Facts of 
which no Eye- witneſſes cou'd ever be produced, be. 
ing abſurd and impoſlible, it neceſſarily follows, that 
the other Side muſt be true, (v:z.) That this Ordi- 


nance did commence from the VERY TIME in which 


thoſe Events, it commemorates, werc really tran: 
aQed, and conſequently the Lord's Supper is a 0. 
monflrative Proof of all thoſe Events it commemo- 


rates, of all thoſe Wonders which the bleſſed Jeſus 


did and ſuffer d for our Sake.  _ 

If it ſhou'd be asked what this Argument has to 
do with your Lordſhip's Book? I anſwer, Firſt, that 
as your Lordſhip's Book makes this important Ordi- 


nance of the Lord's Supper merely commemorative; 


it was my Buſineſs to ſhew that it is more; this] 
truſt I have done, in ſeveral Inſtances, and particu- 


larly in this, I have ſhewn that it is demonſirative of 


the Death of Chriſt, his ReſurreQion, Cc. 
Your Lordſhip's Book has alfo reduced this ſacrel 


4 


Kite below the Level of ſome Duties, and has de. 

dlar'd the leaſt of ChriſPs Conimandments to be of 28 

much Importance as it; I thought it my Duty to give 

it all the Weight which the Nature of it admits of; 
And this ] think 


| nk is ef=Qually done, by ſhewing that 
it is demonſtrative. o the Truth'of the Chriſtian Re- 


& 


A 1 


12s ne norat ive; and, upon the whole, I humbly recom- 
> WI mend it to your Lordſhips Conſideration, whether 
on. our reducing this ſoler in Ordinance of God fo low, 
28 your affirming, that there is nothing myſterious in 
hit , doth; whether your making no other Prepara- 
| tion for it neceſſary, even in a WILFUL HABITUAL 


he. MI Chriſt's Death; whether your maintaining that there 
har is 20 4/Rance of God's Spirit promiſed to go along 
-4;. uith the due Celebration of this holy Ordinance, nor 
any other Benefir, but what attends the Performance 
of any Duty whatfoever ; whether this be a proper 
i, and ſufficient diſcerning of the Lord's Body, I leave to 


no. your ſerious and more mature Reflection. 1 
ſis WM Conſider, my Lord, whether theſe your DoQtrines 
" "Wl muſt not be Matter of Triumph to Papiſts and Inſi- 
to] 4s of every ſort; I join them together, becauſe I am 


1 fully perſuaded that they are join d in the Nature of 
r. Things; and that the Cauſe of Popery and Infidelity 
(at leaſt with regard to us) are very nearly ally'd, if 


161 not one and the ſame. „ 
c I am bound in Charity, my Lord, to believe, that 


ou intended your Book, againſt what you are pleas'd 

to think tob like Popery in the Doctrine of the Church 
le OR 
de But I beſeech you calmly and impartially to con- 


fader whether this Proceeding of your Lordſhip's do . 


el not too much favour the Work which Papiſts and 
of. Feſuits have long labouf d. with great Induſtry, and 
bat in a great degree have effected among us, (vis.) 


Re. That ſince we have departed from them, we ſhou'd 


4 


of: be drove to the oppofite Extream, that When we 


to them again. 
Lord, is, in the Scale of Religion, one Extream, In- 


u Point of a Circle, they at laſt meet, and moſt a- 


have, wander'd the Circle round we may come back 


© Popery and Superſtition, you. will allow,” my 


micably 


o INNER, but a ſerious and devout Remembrance of 


the 3 ( 23 ) | e LP, 
This, I truſt, my Lord, I have ſhewn that the Lord ꝰʒ 
e Sopper is, in ſeveral Inſtances, more than merely com- 
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fidelity the other; they differ only, as the firſt and 


EI... * 
Micably unite; like the Extreams alſo of Heat an 
Cold, they wonderfully agree in their Effects. 
The Policy of Rome well knows how very apt 
Men are, when they fly from one Extream to run 
Into the other. Upon this Principle therefore they 
have manifeſtly gone, ever fince we left them; know: 
Ing our Tendency that way, they have help'd ir all 
they cou'd, by driving us, by all means poſſible, to 
the Extream of Infidelity. In order to this, it is no- 
torious that they have been the principal Authors of 


tie many Sefts that have appeard in England, and 


there is no room to doubt, that they are at the bot- 
tom of the Infidelity which ſo much rages among us, 
or that they foment it to the utmoſt. They carry us 
as far as they can toward the Extream of Infidelity, 


only that, like a Pendulum, we may return with the 


greater force to Popery and 36 comm 5 
It being long ſince notorious from unqueſtionable 
Teſtimony, that in their Seminaries abroad for the 
weakening and deſtroying the Proteſtant Religion, 
their Youth are train'd up in their Schools, in the 
Defence of any monſtrous Opinions which their par- 
ticular Genius moſt diſpoſes them to defend and 
when they are found equal to the Work, they are 
Tent, by the Command of their Superiors, to ſow 
their Tares among the Proteſtants, according to the 
Nature of the reſpeQive Solis. 
Nor am I fingular in the Opinion, that Infidelity 
has taken its Riſe from Popery, and is propagated a- 
mong us by Feſuits., the great Archbiſhop Tillotſon 
long fince maintain'd it; and the Confeſſion of Vanin: 


at the Stake is no inconſiderable Confirmation of what 


the Archbiſhop advanc'd. . 

I think it muſt give no ſmall Weight to what! 
have here ſuggeſted concerning Popery being at the 
bottom of Infidelity, that the grand Repreſentative 


5 S all Infidels, in his Work call'd Chriſtianity as old 
ar the Creation, ſometimes ſpeaks with no ſmall Re- 


-gards for Popery; particularly (p. 212.) he expreſly 


puts Faith in the Pope and Faith in St. Peter 47 
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| the fame Footing, and gives us Hints, that if we 


don't believe in his Succeſſors, we can't pretend to 
believe in the Apoſtle. In a word, Proteſtants with 


him are more than once declar d to be a very ab/urd 


Set of People, and that the Popiſts are the only con- 


ſiftemt Chriſtians; that there is no Medium between 
Popery and Deiſm, and conſequently, that we muſt 
be either Papiſſs or Deiſs. | 


7 5* 


God forbid, my Lord, that your Book ſhou'd, in 


any ſort, favour this Work of theirs, but be aſlurd 


that they are much delighted with it; the Church of 
England, my Lord, has long been thought to be in a 
happy Mean. (where Truth alway lies between the 


contradicting Extreams) againſt which no Errors of 


any dangerous Tendency have, with any Colour, been 


proy'd. For God - ſake, my Lord, let us reſt as near 


this middle Point of Truth and Peace as we can, or 
the Conſequence is inevitable, we ſhall ever be in the 
extream, either of Superſtition or of Infidelity. __ 
Can we do better while no Abſurdities of perni- 
cious Tendency can be prov'd againſt us? I hope it 


was far from your Intentions; but certainly (my 


Lord) your Book has a ſtrong Tendency to diſturb 
this bleſſed Peace, and to ſend us to the one or 


tother Extream, This at leaſt is moſt evident, that, 


to our great Amazement, you have wonderfully 
carry d onthe very ſame Work which the Feſairs, in 
their Writings of Caſuiſtry, have been fully proved 
effectually to have done, (bis.) the accommodating 


the Commands of God to the Vices of Men, and te 


rendring them eaſy and compliant to the Conduct of 


| the- moſt wilful and babitual Sinners, It grieves me, 


my Lord, to lay this Imputation on any thing that 
comes from you; nothing but the Force of impor- 
tant Truth cou'd extort it from me. 


Lay your Hand upon your Heart, my Lord, and. 
ask it, as in the preſence of the all-ſeeing God, whe- 


ther your wilful babitual Sinner has not too much 
Encouragement from you to come preſumptuouſly to 


Ide Lord's Table? Can he come thither agrecably to 


| 


| duke PFetformance of the Daty that we 1 con- 
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what St. Pau! commands, without examining and 
judging himſelf on account of his Sins? No certain. 
y; Ho then comes ir to paſs,” that he can plead ſo 
conſiderable an Authority as your Lordſhip's, for the 
contrary Doctrine? Have you not affirm d, (p. 107.) 
That to condemn all our Deviations from God's 
Laws, and to acknowledge our Obligations to live 
as the Diſciples of Chrift, 7s not abſolutely neceſſary 

0 the Performance of the Duty? © 
What a Handle doth your Lordſhip here give to 
thoſe Sinners who partake of the Lord's up r, xt 
to ſave their Souls, but to ſave their Places 52 are 
all the Wicked encouraged to come with all their 
Sins about them uncondemn'd, when then they are 
told by one ſo diſtinguiſh'd as your Lordſhip is, by 
your Station and Reputation for Myſtery in Reaſon- 
ing, that they ate not upon that Occaſion neceſſarily 
oblig d to condemn them? How neceſſarily muſt this 
encourage them to go on in their Crimes? And do 
they, my Lord, as Matters ftand, need ſuch Encou- 
ragement? Ask your Heart, my Lord, what Autho- 
rity you have from ſacred Scripture for ſuch a Pro- 
_ cedure as this? Ask it, whether this be agreeable to 
what St. Paul commands, (1 Cor. xi. 31.) when he 
requires all Chriſtians e to the Lord's 
T able to judge themſelves; that they be not Judged of 
1% Lord; that is, to accuſe and condemn themſelves 
and their- Sins, that they be not condemn'd by the 
Judge of the World. Nay, you may ask yourſelf, 
my Ag, whether this your Doctrine be not direQ- 
1y oppoſite and contraditory to St. Paul's Com- 
mand? For I appeal to every fincere Chriſtian, whe- 
ther St. Paul don't here ſay, that upon our coming 
to the Lord's Table it is abſolutely requifite, that 
we, examine and condemn our Sins, whilft your 
Lordſhip faith, (p. 107.) that upon this Occaſion, 
it is not abſolutely necefliry that we codemn them. 
But your Lordfhip will perhaps ſay, that, when 
you maintain, that it is not abſolutely neceſfary to 
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4, 7 
demn all our Deviations from the Laws of God, 
your meaning is, that it is not abſolutely neceſſary 
that every particular Sin be remember'd and con- 
demn'd, but no one can imagine that one of your 
Lordſhip's Penetration, cou'd deliver, as a very Im- 
portant Doctrine, a Propoſition next to a Truiſm, 
$912.) that a Man cannot be oblig d to recollect all 
his Sins, 1 is impoſſible. | 
But if yourl 


- 


rd{hip ſhould infilt that a Point ſo 
trifling, was your Meaning, yet even this will never 
free you from the Imputation of contradiQting your- 
ſelf; for in the ſatne Place (p. 105, 197) you affirm, 
that to acknowledge our Obligations to live as becomes 
the Diſciples of Chriſt is among the things not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the due Performance of the Duty, 
whereas (p. 110,) you fay, that withour a due 
Senſe of our paſt Sins and a Reſolution of behaving 
ourſelves as Chriſt's Diſciples, we can never re- 
member him at his Table as our Lord and Miſter. 
But you will inſiſt, my Lord, that you have not 
faid, that the condemning all our Deviations from the 
Laws of God and the acknowledging our Obligations 
to live as bis Diſciples are Employment not abfolute- 
iy neceſſary to the Performance of the Das But 
if the . Meaning of the Seventeenth Propo 
to be. taken from your Comment upon it, this 
Doctrine will evidently there be found. For there 
you ſay, that the Performance of the Duiy in a Man- 
aer not unworthy of, or unſuitable to it is the great 
Point neceſſarily to be regarded, whilit the Employ- 
ments mention d in the Propoſition are only faid zo 
be proper and. agreeable to this Inſtitution, and are 
5 manifeſtly enlarg d upon in the Comment under the 
at Name of things not abſolutely neceſſary to the Per- 
formance of the Duty. If your Lordſhip look'd upon 
ur EBERT : 
o, | them as ablolutely neceſſary to che due partaking of 
: the Lordꝰs Supper, you cou'd-nor avoid {aying ſo in 
this Place, wh 
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things that are proper and agreeable to the Inſtitution, 
and thoſe that are ab/o/ytely neceſſary; and if you 
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thought them ab/olurely neceſſary, you cou'd never in 
thi Place call them, as you do, only very proper ani 
net tothe d ( 
Upon the Whole, I find it to be clearly the Opi- 
nion of ah 1 have heard ſpeak of your Lordſhip's 
Book, that the only Preparation you wou'd make 
| abſolutely neceſſary to the due partaking of the Lord 
Supper is, that the Communicant come'feriouſly and 
_ devoutly diſpoſed to commemorate the Death of our 
ES A FLooe wo Car 
What the mighty Benefits are which your Lord- 
ſhip has ſecured: to Mankind, by this your till now 
unheard- of Doctrine, I am at a loſs to conceive; the 
Miſchiefs that muſt neceſſarily enſue, ate but too ob- 
Rm /// ⁵ ⁵ 7K 
Tour Lordſhip propoſes indeed to free Mankind 
from Fears and Scruples, which you ate pleas'd to 
think groundleſs; but whilft St. Paul, by the Spirit 
of God, has made judęing and examining ourſelves 
ebſolutely necefſary to the Work of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, that we be not fudged and puniſhed 
of the Lord, 'your. Lordſhip's Doctrine oppoſite to 
that of St. Paul, (vis.) That condemning our Sins, 
and examining our State with regard to God's Laws, 
is not neceſfary to it, will never ſettle the Minds of 


en ; : | | "3 . 3 „ 
Ik indeed your Lordſhip's Authority ſhould prevail 
_ againſt St. Paul's, it may perhaps prevent Scruples 
in thoſe who never had any; it may embolden thoſe 
. who were before too bold, and harden'the wilful ha- 
_ bitual Sinner, who is already too hard; but for ho- 
_ _ neſt well-diſpos'd Chriſtians., that have a careful 
Senſe of Duty, and are moſt liable to Scruples, your 
Lordſhip, I fear, has taken care that they ſhall be 
difturb'd more than ever, by a Doctrine till now never 
| heard of among Chriſtians," diſturb'd: by being told, 
in different Pages of the ſame Book, that to have a 
due Senſe of their Sins, and to acknowledge their 
Obligations to live as the Diſciples of Chriſt, is ne. 
„ 55 „ 74 Lhe Ih 5 5 s e cefſary, 
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ceſſary, and not neceſſary to the due partaking of th 
+ of rhe Lord's Supper. 5 " | 
' Difturb'd, to hear from a Biſhop of the Chriſtiaif - 
Church, what was never heard before for ſeventeen 
hundred Years, (v:z.) Thar there are no more Ad- 
vantages to be had from a due partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, than what aftends the Obſervance of 
any one Command of Chriſt whatſoever ; not as much 
25 you allow attends the Performance of the Duty of 
Prayer; for you acknowledge the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God to be promis'd to that. Not as much 
as is, I think, allow'd by all, to go along with an- 
other Duty of mere poſitive Inſtitution, I mean Con- 
firmation or Impoſition of Hands. I fay allow'd by 
all, for I never read or heard of a Chriſtian Writer 

| who did not allow of that, as grounded on the Word 

| of God; and particularly your Lordſhip's Friend, the 

near Dr. Clark, allows ir, and his Teſtimony may 

| probably with your Lordſhip ſtand, in the place of a 

TRE ono Oe 

The Doctor, in a Treatiſe he wrote on the Subject 

of Confirmation, ſaith, (p. 837) That as at Baptiſm 

' we are admitted into the Church of God, and have a 

Title to the Graces and A ance of the Holy Spirit, 

| fo- at Confirmation 3 ) this Grace 1s ſcaled and 

8 «ſured to as, by the external Sign of Impoſition of 

1 Hand.. And accordingly he goes on requiring rho/e 

3 uo prepare for Confirmation, to be ſure to come with 

> tarneft Deſires, and a longing Soul, with a firm Faith, 

5 and well aſſured Hope, with a pure Heart, and a 

Mind prepar'd for the Reception of the Holy Ghoſt , 

1 FF and then he allures them, that God will not fail ra 

. pour down upon them the Abundance of his Grace, to 

e ive them Strength thence forward to overcome both 

rt be inward Corraption of their Nature, and the but- 

„ ward Temptation of the World, the Fleſb, and tht Devil, 

2 This, my Lord, is primitive, this is truly Apo- 

r ſtoncal Chriffianity; and I would to God your Lord- 

hip had happen d to think and fpeak thus, with this 

p, Four -juitly admir'd Friend, of the Sacrament 3 _ 
f ᷣ ͤ Ä.... re ne et 2 "Dar 8 i 
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Lord's Supper; for, in the 4th Vol. of his Sermo 
(p. 108.) 1 expreſly affirms, that as by Baptiſm 
we are admitted into the Society of Chriſtians, and 
2 Members of the myſtical Body of Chriſt, ſo, 
by duly partaking of the Lord's Supper, we ate 
confirmed and eſtabliſhed in that State, and RE. 
CEIVE SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT AS MEM. 
ERS UNITED TQ THE HEAD. and 1 can't by 
put your Lordſhip here in mind of what your Friend 
Hith in another place, (in his Treatiſe of Conkir- 
mation) (vis.) That there is. nothing more perni- 
cious to the Souls of Men, than an Opinion of the Un. 
certainty of the Grace of God, AND ITS NOT Bb. 
ING ANNEXED CONSTANTLY TO THE USE 
Por here, my Lord, I think I may, with great 
Truth, maintain, that you have given into the very 
thing ſo remarkably' condemn?d and branded by the 
evereſt Cenſure of yout learned Friend; for have not 
you thrown us into the greateſt Uncertainty, whether WM ;: 
the Grace of God (the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit) he an i ;* 
nexed to the means of paring the Lord's Supper. 5 
Page 156. Have not you told us of the Abſurdlty 
of expecting, by the Uſe of thoſe Means, any,Con- BW 6 
municationt or Impreſſions from above ? And more il 6. 
| than once hinted to us that dangerous Notion ſo con- 5 
| tradictory to the whole Tenour of the New Telta- W 
ment, (vis.) that by the Communication of the + 
Grace of God, we cannot reaſonably underſtand any iſ þ 
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1 thing but out being in God's Favour? p. 154. 
| This, my Lord, I think, is, moſt evidently, the 7 


rendering us. uncertain as to the Grace of God, and I ; 
its being . conſtantly annexed to the-Uſe of Mears, W : 
which, in the Judgment of the great Dr. Clark, is il p 

4 Opinion as ptrnidous to the Souls of Men,-as any 8 
I ²· AA 1 at ens hos W 
Ik your Lordſhip ſhou'd ask to what purpoſe I tt 
hae here. produced the Teſtimony of Dr. Clark, 11 
anſwer; I produce it, becauſe I am ſure it will 
weigh more with you, than the Auchority of any 
JJC ER 
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mere Man that ever was in the World, nay, perhaps 5 
more than the Teſtimony of the whole Chriſtian. 


Church, from St. Ignatius's time to this day; and as 
there are very many with whom the Judgment of this 
truly great Man has much Weight, I was deſirous 
that they ſhou'd know, that he did not think with 
your 33 in thefe Matters; that if he were a- 
live, he would blame your going ſuch Lengths, and 


and your old Friend wou'd probably be found among 
thoſe who would publickly oppoſe the ſpreading of... 1 


your unheard-of Doctrines. 

For I can tell your Lordſhip another Point debated 
in your Book, in which he entirely differs from you, 
(viz.) Whether the partaking of rhe Lord's Supper 
be a Renewal of the new Covenant between God 
and Man? In his Expoſition of the Church Cate- 
chiſm, (p. 179.) he expreſly maintains, That the trug 
and real Benefits of Men's worthily receiving the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, are of a moral and re- 
hzious Nature; by doing this conflantly and devout! 
in remembrance of Chrift, and 67 fort the Lit 
Death till he come, WE RENEW AND CONFIRM 


CONTINUALLY- OUR OWN PART IN THE 


CHRISTIAN COVENANT: And in his Ath Vol. 


of his Sermons, (p. 5) he faith, That our doing 


this in_remembrance of Chrift, implies on our part, 
A CONFIRMING OF OUR COVENANT WITH 
30D, a thankful Acceptance of thoſe Conditions of 
knowledging an 
This Cup, ſaith out Saviour,zs the new Teſtament; or (as 


And here I cant but ſay, that it was with fingular 
Pleaſure I found that I had the Happineſs to agree in 


Sentiment with this great Man, and for the very 
fame Reaſon which he gives for his Ss, and 


that before I knew either his Reaſon or Opinion. 


Thus far T had gone, when my Bookſeller ſent me 


7 printed Letter, ad, ai come from a very lear- *' 
d, directed to the Author of 
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Pardon be bas erde us in the Goſpel, and an ac- 
"renewing our Obligations to obey him; 


- the Word equally ſgniſies) the new Covenant in myBlood, + 
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; agree: with him, and 
Me non 3 careful Review. of, this Leiter, I fir neerely 


| wrote, and that 
15 gepreſent th at which I take ro obey 


| NT of every ſincere and real Chriſtian, 


: towards.t 
ö Wal ſtrike it out, if I were conftidys of of 75 ſuch. 


for the Peare of our Jeruſalem, that Peace maybe 
within ber Walls, 11 5 that they may proſper. that ave 


| Danger, look down from Heaveny beha, 


Lot [ find Tr m ſo happy a 
ip be — prod. 47 a 
. With him. 454 


Gies, that I have done 9 — was in my Faber to 
difc over - the e dere of vrhat your Lordihip hag 
haye e roar ily 


e in no e al o. f] 
cigns and Syrmiles, kn in ups 
on your. Ie tels Wards: ; Whether! have realon' 
from them fairly and CI vely, I leave to the 


have, in any Inſtance, contrary to my Integ: 
tion, departed from the true Chriſtian Spirit, it 
which every Diſpute, but eſpecially rhoſe gf this 
Sort, ought to be carry'd on; or from that Decenc) 
and good: Manners, . which. ſhou'd d rei he p 
ſe who; aue high Station, 1 he de 
my Difapprobation 


any ſuch Paſſage 3 At! 


1 ſhall conclude beſeeching you to join in praying 


ber, that God in his Mercy may, in 55 by we 
fir rhe 


Vine that he bas NN Nhat 520 W814 
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